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IF YOU DIE IN 
YOUR SINS! 


By EVANGELIST ROLFE BARNARD 


(Preached at Bethel Baptist Church, Chicago, LIllinois, March 16, 1946, 
Mechanically Recorded for The Sword of the Lord.) 


“Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye 
shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye 
eannot come. Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? be- 
cause he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. And he said 
unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are 
of this world; I am not of this world. I said therefore unto 
you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that 
I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” —John 8:21-24. 


The first time I ever preached from this text was during 
my first pastorate soon after I was saved. I had been grad- 
uated from college and was a school teacher when I was 
saved. Eleven years a church member without Christ! I 
had known ahead of time that if ever I were saved I would 
have to preach. 


The Sunday after I was saved 
I preached my first sermon. Then 
I went back to school for a while 


and studied the Bible a little bit. 
After borrowing $5.00 from a good 
Baptist deacon I went to what was 
then the world’s largest oil town 
and started a church. 


Almost over night fifty thousand 
people had gone out there from 
nearly every state in the Union. 
They had not gone — as did Abra- 
ham—to plant an altar. They had 
not gone: there to have a chance 
to worship God according to the 
dictates of their consciences as 
did the fathers who left England 
and came over here. They had 
gone there to make money. Church 
members left their church letters 
and their religion (if they had any) 
at home, and went to that town to 
make money. All of them expected 
that after they made their pile 
they would go back and pick up 
their religion, their church af- 
filiations, etc., and everything 
would be’ all right. Not only did 
many good people follow those 
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A Nation's Chief Asset 


By REV. R. P. (Bob) SHULER, D.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
Pastor Trinity Methodist Church, Los Angeles 


“And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; 
as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.’’—Isaiah 


Nations are not builded with brick and mortar: with 
macadam highways and steel bridges; with skyscrapers and 
sprawling factories; with beds of ore and fields of fruitage; 
with the wealth of mints and the treasures of fabulous mines; 
with profits and dividends; with horses and chariots. Na- 
tions are builded out of men. Rich in her manpower, a nation 
can never long remain in poverty. One Lincoln is worth 
more than the gold mines of the centuries. A nation may 
be a land of former serfs and refugees from tyranny. Give 
her a George Washington and her chains will fall away, and 


There will be a Declaration of 
Independence if men are at the 
helm. There will be a Bill of 
Rights. There will be a Consti- 
tution and a government Such as 
only true men can build. Civili- 
zation does not have her fountains 
in philosophies and ideoligies. The 
tributaries that go to make up 
this mighty stream that bears 
the world upon its bosom flow 
from the deep convictions and high 
principles of men. 


And what I say of men, I can 
say with emphasis of women, In- 
deed men may stoop and yet the 
nation live. But if our women 
go the way of the dregs and eat 
the husks, of what shall the soul 
of the nation feed! 

I speak in this message in the 
broad sense. What I am here dis- 
cussing leaps beyond the bound- 
aries of sex and gender. I speak 
of a manhood that is all-com- 
prehensive. I speak as spoke the 
bard when he said: 

“Til fares the land, to hastening 
ills a prey, 

Where wealth accumulates and 
men decay.” 


I. What Jesus Came for— 
Men 


Herein 


is the tremendous im- 


The Power Of Pentecost 
For Every Christian 


>. 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


“ ..and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” 


—Acts 2:38, 39. 


—_ 


The fullness of power is the heritage of every Christian! 
It may be an unclaimed heritage, but the power of God to en- 
able a Christian to witness for Christ and win souls is the 
right of every Christian. Not to be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
not to be endued with power from on high, is to miss the 
highest good, fail to claim the highest blessing, offered to 
every child of God. Every Christian may have the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit, a definite experience besides regenera- 
tion, “a definite experience of which one may and ought to 
know whether he has receivéd it or not,” as Dr. R. A. Torrey 
says in What the Bible Teaches. And this fullness of the 
Holy Spirit is connected with and primarily for the purpose 
of service to God, soul-winning witnessing. 


“and instructs and helps the Chris-) 


In another chapter we have 
talked about the usual work of the 
Holy Spirit, the work which He 
does for every Christian. The 
Holy Spirit has regenerated every 
one who is a child of God, dwells 
in the body of every Christian, 
and to some degree He comforts 


tian to pray and to grow in Chris- 
tian graces. Since all of this is 
done, in some measure, for every 


the usual and ordinary work of 
the Holy Spirit. 


But that does not mean that 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit, 
the extraordinary and miraculous 
work of the Spirit in empowering 
a Christian for witnessing, is not 
also possible for every Christian. 
Not every Christian does win 
souls, but every Christian could. 
Not every Christian does have 


child of God, we speak of it as 


the fullness of the Holy Spirit, 


but every Christian should have 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
Not every Christian does have 
the manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit in his life, but I Corinthians 
12:7 says, “But the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal.” 


May the Spirit of God move on 
the heart of every one who reads 
this until he shall see that to go 
on day by day without the full- 
ness of the Spirit of God is a 
tragedy unspeakable, an unneces- 
sary tragedy, even disobedience 
and sin, because God _ intends 
every Christian to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 

That the power of Pentecost is 
for every Christian is made clear; 
first, by the promises which are 
to all alike; second, by the New 
Testament examples; third, the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in 
every Christian makes the endue- 


(Continued on Page 2) 


free, brave men will tread her soil. 


portance of the Christian message. 
Jesus came to save men unto ever- 
lasting life, to make them fit for 
Heaven and eternal comradeship 
with Him. But He did more. He 
came to make them right in their 
lives this the 

that His kingdom 
may have a chance on earth as 


hearts and side 


pearly gates, 


it so gloriously has right-of-way 
in Heaven. He came to make 
men clean and straight and square 
and fine from just this side a 
baby’s cradle to the edge of an 
olq man’s grave. If His cleansing 
blood and His saving grace can- 
not do something genuinely 
splendid in life and character, then 
it has not so much to recommend 
it for the streets that are golden. 
Christ saves the man, and after 
that he is not only made fit for 
Heaven by the grace of God, but 
he is made fit for life by the 
cleansing and empowering; the 
strength and the courage, which 
Christ in the human heart assures. 

Just as out of a man emanate 
those vital sparks that make a 
Nation great, just so into a man 
flows that redeeming current of 
divine personality that makes the 
man the dynamo that lights up a 
world. “I am the light of the 
world,” that ye may become “the 
children of the light,” for “Ye are 


Dr. Bob Shuler 


the light of 
Christ. 

In my opinion, this nation could 
go along very nicely for the next 
hundred years without another 
great inventor. We have so many 
gadgets already that they vex 
the understanding of the common 
man. Within my own lifetime, we 
have made over the external cir- 
cumstances that attend the life of 
the ordinary fellow, a half dozen 
times. As a boy, I drove a pair 
of oxen, hitched to a sled, through 
a snow storm to an old water 
wheel gristmill and waited for 
more than two hours while the 
miller ground two bushels of wheat 
for me. It was three miles from 
our cabin to that old mil. It 
took me the same length. of time 
to drive there, get my wheat 
ground and drive home, that it 

(Contiued -n Page 5) 


the world,” 


says 


HERE IS WHAT 
IT DOES! 


“I am sure your paper and messages were instrumental 


in leading one of my sisters to Jesus. 


I sent them to her to 


read ...’’"—Mrs. Lee Hedreck, Kansas City, Mo. 


“One young couple got saved through it and now attend 
church regularly .. .’’-—Lilly Hugg, Pomeroy, Wash. 


“It can be done, because it was in October of 1947 that 
I was saved through this very same Christian paper. . .”— 
Mrs, Sidney Schultz, Brodhead, Wis. 


By the Editor 


Yes, that is what THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD does. It really 
wins many souls to Christ. In 
one year we had letters from 
seventy-two people who said that 
the sermons in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD had turned them to 
know and trust Jesus Christ as 
their own personal Saviour! That 
is a good reason for subscribing 
for loveq ones and friends. 


But that is not all THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD does. It fires 
and blesses the hearts of Chris- 
tians, also. For example, Mrs. 
Ova Daniel of Lockwood, Missouri, 
writes saying: “...I have been 
reading THE SWORD for over 


four years, and I open each copy 
as eagerly as I do letters from 
friends and loved ones. A dear 
friend sent my first year’s sub- 
scription. Sometimes ends just 
barely meet around at our house 
but the Lord has provided for my 
renewal each time. Now, briefly, 
I shall try to tell you of a few 
of the many times the paper has 
been such a joy and blessing to 
me...” Then she tells how THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD meets 
her needs, helped her in training 
her eleven-year-old son who was 
saved, furnishes sermons by the 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Meet Us In The 
Ozarks! 


Bea 


utitu 


Sword of the Lord Conference on Evangelism, Siloam Springs, Ar- 
kansas, at John Brown University, June 27 - July 4. Great 
Speakers, Sweet Music, Wonderful Fellowship, Delight- 


ful Rest and Recreation 


By the Editor 


—_— 


One dear Christian brother 
writes from the state of Maine to 
gay that he will come all the way 
to Siloam Springs, Arkansas, for 
the Sword of the Lord Contfer- 
ence on Evangelism there June 
27-July 4. An evangelist in that 
area tells us that he has been 
announcing the conference every 
Sunday on the radio and that hun- 
dreds of people throughout the 
area in northwestern Arkansas, 
western Oklahoma and _é south- 
western Missouri are coming to 
the conference. John Brown Uni- 
versity is turning over to us many 
happy facilities for the conference 
and cooperating heartily. 

Emil Aanderud, brilliant trum- 
pet player, played for the editor 
in a tent campaign in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Later he has been 
with Moody Bible Institute and 
with Evangelist William H. Rice. 
We expect him to play daily at 
the Siloam Springs conference. 

Rev. Clifford Ryan, chaplain at 
the John Brown Schools in San 
Diego, great pianist, is promised 
to be present. Accordionist Ted 
Thompson will be there. Miss 
Grace Rice, the editor’s daughter, 
with A. B. and M. A. in music 
from Wheaton College, Bob Jones 
University and American Conserva- 
tory of Music, will play one piano. 
What blessed, blessed good times 
we are going to have! 

A Remarkable Program! 

Dr. Bob Jones will be, with us, 


God willing, seven days of the 
eight, and will bring eight or ten 
addresses. That alone would 
make the conference wonderfully 


worth while. Dr. Joe Henry Han- 
kins will speak on “Preparing for 
a Revival’ and similar subjects. 
Dr. John Brown, greatly used 
evangelist and educator, will bring 
stirring messages. Editor John 
R. Rice will speak once daily on 
the power of the Holy Spirit and 
will give other messages on re- 
vival and prayer. Evangelists 
William H. Rice and Del Fehsen- 
field will bless all hearts with re- 
markably colorful and pungent 
messages which have been s0 
greatly used of God in revival 
campaigns over America. 

Many special features are plan- 
ned. There will be special sound 
films, campfire sevices for young 
people, times of special consecra- 
tion and surrender. There will be 
special prayer meetings, special 
times of answering the troubled 
problems of youth. Many will 
come undecided and go away fully 
surrendered to the work of the 
Lord full-time, we believe. 


A Glorious Vacation! 


To be in the Ozark Mountains 
in June! Sunny days, with the 
whole afternoon for recreation 


and rest every day! Tennis, soft- 
ball, swimming, hikes, an automo- 


bile tour of the neighboring hills 


—_— 


The Power of Pentecost 


For Every 


! “continued from Page 1) 


ment for service logical for every 
Christian; fourth, by the fact that 
the soul-winning task demands 
supernatural power; and, fifth, 
because the Word of God clearly 
commands Christians to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 


L. The Bible Plainly Promises 


the Fullness of the Holy 
Spirit to Every 


Christian 
We are not left to doubt or 
wonder about whether’ every 


Christian may have the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit or not. Sev- 
eral Scriptures expressly declare 
that the blessing of Pentecost, 
the enduement of power from on 
ro is for every Christian. _ 

In Luke 11:13 Jesus Says That 
the Heavenly Father Gives 
the Holy Spirit to Them 
That Ask Him 

Listen to this remarkable prom- 
ise: “If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your 
ehildren: how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask 

him ?’"—Luke 11:13. 

This promise is introduced by 
the parable of the man who came 
to his friend’s door at midnight 


saying, “Friend, lend me _ three 
loaves; For a friend of mine in 
his journey is come to me, 


and I have nothing to set before 
him.” The neighbor stands and 
knocks at the door, pleading for 
bread for a friend. And that pic- 
tures a Christian longing for 
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Christian 


power to win souls, longing for 
power to witness effectively to 
those dear to him, Here Jesus 
promises that the Father gives 
the Holy Spirit in soul-winning 
power to them that ask Him. 
‘Them’ is an indefinite third per- 
son plural pronoun which certain- 
ly means anybody. Anybody who 
beseeches God, who keeps. on 
pleading with the heavenly 
Father, is certainly promised the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. 


2. The Holy Spirit in Power Is 
Promised to Them That 

° Obey God 

Peter, preaching at Jerusalem 
soon after Pentecost, said to his 
hearers, “And we are his witness- 
es of these things; and so is also 
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath 
given to them that obey him.’’— 
Acts 5:32. 

Peter was glad to stand there 
before Jewish rulers and witness. 
The Holy Spirit gave Him power. 
And the same Holy Spirit spoke 
to the hearts of the wicked men 
who had crucified the Saviour. 
The Holy Spirit, to give people 
power so they can witness for 
Him and win souls, is given by 
the Father to every one who 
obeys Him. It refers here to the 
Obedience of soul winning, par- 
ticularly, as we will discuss else- 
where. But the phrase, “them 
that obey him,” certainly refers 
to any Christian who sets out to 
follow perfectly the will of God 
for his life and to do his part to 
win souls. Every Christian who 
obeys God can have the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit! 
3S. Acts 2:38, 39 Plainly Says 

That the Promise of the Fall- 

ness of the Holy Spirit is 
for Every One Who Will 
Ever Be Saved 

A wonderful promise is given 
us in Acts 2:38, 39: 

Then Peter said unto them, Re- 
pent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, 


| and ye shall receive the gift of 


and lakes, volleyball, etc. Bring 
your camera, tennis rackets, etc. 
Rev. Ladoit Stevens (thousands 
know him as “Steve”’), Wheaton 


college wrestling star and foot- 
ball guard, now assistant mana- 
ger of Sword of the Lord office, 
will be in charge of recreation as 
well as business affairs of the 
conference. 

No mixed bathing, separate 
hours for men and women. Wom- 
en, no slacks or shorts, please. 
But come and expect to be re- 
freshed in mind and body in the 
afternoons while our souls are fed 
in mornings and evenings. 


Please hurry your reservations. 
We want to make additional plans 
after the John Brown University 
facilities are full. Don't delay and 
get left out. Write to John 
Brown University, Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas, and send $3.00 per per- 
son to reserve rooms. Tell how 
many in your party, when you 
will arrive. 


Remember the date! June 27- 
July 4. 
Remember the place—John 


Brown University, Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas, in the sunny and color- 
ful Ozark Mountains. 

Remember to send reservation 
fee at once. Remember to pray. 
Bring Bible and notebook. Come 
to be blessed, and God will meet 
us there. 


the Holy Ghost. For the promise 
is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God 
shall call.” 

These convicted men of Israel 
had said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, “Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?” Mark that 
they had not asked simply what 
to do in order to be saved. They 
wanted to be saved, truly; but 
they wanted more than that. They 
wanted to do everything that they 
ought to do. Doubtless they 
wanted the kind of Christianity— 
the power and joy and fruitful 
testimony—which the hundred 
and twenty who were filled with 
the Holy Spirit that day had mani- 
fested before them. They wanted 
to be saved and to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. So Peter told 
them what to do to be saved and 
then what to do to have the full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit, too. 

We -will discuss this Scripture 
at another place and show that 
the repentance was for salvation 
and that the baptism symbolized 
the obedience of heart which one 
needs to have to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. But just now note 
the last of verse 38 and all of 
verse 39: “And ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. For 
the promise is unto you, and to 
your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.” 

We know that the term, “the 
gift of the Holy Ghost,” refers to 
the fullness of the Spirit, the en- 
duement with power from on high, 
which the one hundred and twen- 
ty, after waiting in the upper 
room, received at Pentecost. In 
Acts 10:44-47 the same term is 
used about the coming of the Holy 
Spirit in power upon Cornelius and 
his household, “ ... on the Gen- 
tiles also was poured out the gift 
of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 10:45). 
Then Peter said that these Gen- 
tiles “have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we” (Acts 10:47). 
Then in Acts 11:15-17 Peter plain- 
ly says that he was referring to 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
says that God gave Cornelius and 
his household “the like gift as he 
did unto us .. .” (Acts 11:17). So 
“the gift of*the Holy Ghost” re- 
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Dr. John R. Rice 
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fers to the same fullness of the 
Holy Spirit as came upon the 
waiting disciples at Pentecost, 

“For the promise,” of the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, Peter said, “is 
unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God 
shall call.” Peter said that every 
man who was ever convicted of 
his sins and ever called of God to 
be saved, was promised that he 
could be saved, and also promised 
that he could have the fullness of 
the Spirit, or the gift of the Holy 
Ghost! The gift of the Holy 
Ghost, in soul-winning power, was 
for those Jews who heard Peter 
preach. It was for their children. 
It is also for all that were afar 
off, even as many as God shall 
ever call to be saved! 


II. Examples in the New Tes- 
tament Show That the Full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit Is 
Intended for Every 
Christian 

Let us look at the crowd who 
were filled with the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost. It is a very enlight- 
ening study. Here were the 


eleven aposties. Judas had killed 


himself. But Matthias had been 
elected with the eleven and was 


| doubtless here waiting in the up- 


per room before Pentecost. But 
Acts 1:13 names the eleven origi- 
nal apostles. Then the following 
verse says: “These all continued 
with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brethren.” That is the 
crowd that began the prayer meet- 
ing which ended in the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
There were about a hundred and 
twenty, the next verse tells us 
In this hundred and twenty there 
were preachers and laymen, met 
and women, Christian leaders and 
unlettered people whose names 
are never told! And that ind 
cates that preacher and laymen 
alike need the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit. That indicates that mem 
and women alike need the fulk- 
ness of God, the enduement ef 
power for testimony. 


It is important to notice, toe, 
that it was a voluntary company 
The command of the Lord Jesus 
to tarry in Jerusalem until they, 
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@hould be endued with power 
from on high seems to have been 
given primarily to the apostles. 
Acts 1:1-5 tells us that it was 
“unto the apostles whom he had 
chosen” that He gave certain com- 
mandments, and it was these 
game aposties, no doubt, who re- 
ceived the special injunction that 
they should wait at Jerusalem to 
be endued with power from on 
high. But it is quite clear that 
both the promise and the com- 
mand were intended for all the 
Christians, for a hundred and 
twenty altogether gathered and 
Waited at Jerusalem, and all of 
these were filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 

“When the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were ALL 
with one accord in one place.” 
Who were the ‘all’ at Pentecost? 
Again in Acts 2:4 we are told, 
“And they were ALL filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” And the ‘all’ 
included the witnessing, too, in 
the sixteen different nationalities. 
Spirit-filled witnessing by every 
Christian who was willing to tar- 


ry at Jerusalem and wait on God 
until he was filled with the Holy 
Spirit! It was a voluntary mat- 
ter. Those Christians who were 
willing to be filled with the Spirit 
and willing to meet God's re- 
quirements waited and pleaded 
with God in prayer and supplica- 
tion and received the same bless- 
ing, the same fullness, the same 
power as the apostles received! 


In Acts 4:23-35 we find that the 
whole company of believers at 
Jerusalem were filled with the 
Holy Spirit again. There were 
multitudes of them. In _ fact, 
verse 32 says, “And the multitude 
of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul.” Every- 
body who desired had a part in 
that prayer meeting. Everybody 
who stayed in that prayer meet- 
ing was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. And that seems to have 
included the whole “multitude of 
them that believed.” 

The implication of the New 
Testament example is that whole 
churches ought to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit, that every Chris- 
tian ought to be filled with the 


Special Subscription Offer! 


Ait 2 Never Ajone, Never Forsakes 
My * B Weter for che Thirey 
| 4 Power te che Fain 
5. A Widow, A Po of OW. and God 
& “t There” 
7. Aficcnonate Chriss 
5. “Sirs, We Would Sce Jens” 
9. “t Will Love Thee, O Lord” 


ghee: ® Te Mb 1, 


Jt 


JOHNR.RICE 


‘fi 
LM fli Mi f 


D.D..Litt.D. 


This Book Absolutely Free for Three 8-Month 


Subscriptions to THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
at $1.00 Each 


Send the SWORD OF THE LORD 24 months, 2 full years, to 


yourself for $3.00. 


Or send 3 8-month subscriptions (35 full weeks) at $1.00 each. 
And this lovely book will be sent to you absolutely free. It has 
127 pages, 9 chapters, beautiful cloth binding, colored end sheets. 
Five thousand copies are to be givem away free. Write at once for 
ptions. 


yours, sending three subscri 


' 
1 
‘ Sword of the Lord Publishers, 


Dear Sirs: 


as follows: 


1. Name e*eeeee ° eeeneeeeeeeee 
St. and No. eeeeeeeeeeeeeee * 
City eer eeeeeeeeePereeeeeee 


erry errr 


Ss. Name 


iter We ky 


COUPON 


214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Mlinois. 


Please send subscriptiong te THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


..8 Mo. [] 16 Mo. [) 24 Mo. fT] 


Zone . eseeseeseee? State seeeeneteeeeeeee® 


-oee-8 Mo. [] 16 Mo.[] 24 Mo. [] 
St. and No. PEPAP7 OF oS. 2 SURPASS VORII VEIT 
City SOLCEHHCOCAMMO COCO OEE Zone eeeeeee State pects etm sat 


.»++-8 Mo. [] 16Mo.[] 24 Mo. 
St. and No. eeesmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
City eeeeeeoeoee ewan eeeeeee Zone Ty ee A State eeeeeeeeeneeeeee 


Please send the book, GOD’S CURE FOR ANXIOUS CARE, 
Absolutely Free to 


Name CEH OST SO CSE SEETHER OHH HH SEH HEHEHE EH CHEER HE 


St. and No. eeeor@oom@oweo oe eevee eeeceeeeeeeeeeeeer eee eeeeee 


Zome .. State ........ 
(Canadian and foreign subscriptions will be sent for 6 months 
each instead of 8 months) 


Holy Spirit, and that everyone 
who cares enough to seek God's 
face and meet God’s conditions 
may have the fullness of the Spirit 
as they did. 

What a list is given of those 
who were filled with the Holy 
Spirit in the Bible! Apostles and 
elders and deacons, ‘servants and 
handmaidens,’ Zacharias and 
Elisabeth and John the Baptist 
and Jesus and the twelve apostles 
and the whole company at Pente- 
cost, and Barnabas and Mary the 
mother of Jesus and the women, 
and Christ’s blood half brothers— 
all these were filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 

Acts 13:52 tells of the church 
at Antioch of Pisidia where Paul 
and Barnabas preached the gos- 
pel and won many souls. “And 
the disciples were filled with joy, 
and with the Holy Ghost.” How 
many were filled with the Holy 
Ghost? The answer is, “the dis- 
ciples.” We can enly infer that 
the whole body of Christians, 
these new converts at Antioch of 
Pisidia, were “filled with joy, and 
with the Holy Ghost.” 

The New Testament example 
everywhere indicates that it is 
the privilege and duty of every 
Christian to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 


lif. The Indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit in Every Chris- 
tian Makes It Logical and 
Proper That He Should 
Fill Every Christian 
and Endue Every 
Christian With 
Soul-Winning 
Power 


The Holy Spirit abides in the 
body of every Christian. First 
Corinthians 6:19, 20 says, 

“What? Know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your 
own? For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God's.” 

The Holy Spirit makes His 
home in the body of every Chris- 
tian. It is the Holy Spirit who 
has regenerated every penitent 
sinner. And then He has stayed 
in bodies, always, and made them 
His temple, His home. 

But if every Christian has the 
Holy Spirit, why not let Him fill 
us and master us and control us? 
It is unreasonable for any Chris- 
tian not to make way perfectly 
and completely to the blessed Holy 
Spirit who dwells within him. 

LI have heard people pray, “O 
Holy Spirit, come and dwell within 
us!” But that prayer is out of 
place, for the Holy Spirit already 
dwells in the body of every 
Christian. 

Thank God, we are not orphans! 
Thank God, we are not left in this 
world without anyone to whom 
we may turn for power and wis- 
dom and everything else that we 
need! The Holy Spirit lives in my 
body. He loves me! He is at 
hand to be a comforter and a 
teacher. He is to help me under- 
stand the Word of God, to help 
me remember and bring to my 
mind the words that Jesus said. 
He is to pray with me and for 
me with groanings that cannot be 
uttered, we are told. He is to 
grow in me the Christian graces. 
Oh, then why should He not also 
give me the power to witness for 
Christ? If He lives within me 
and if my body is His house, then 
why should He not fill His own 
house and take perfect control 
of His own body? 

Thus it turns out that the Scrip- 
tures which speak of the indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit imply, 
necessarily, that He wants to 
fill the body where He dwells and 
take complete possession of the 
body that belongs to Him, 

Consider John 7:37-39: 

“In the last day, that great day 


|} of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 


saying, If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me, and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the scripture 
hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. (But 
this spake he of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on him should 
receive: for the Holy Ghost was 
not yet given; because that Jesus 
was not yet glorified.)” 

I think it is quite clear that the 
Lord Jesus here is promising the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in 
every believer. The Holy Spirit 
will make His headquarters in the 


body of a Christian. “He that be- 
lieveth om me, as the scripture 
hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water.” And 
we are plainly told that He is 
speaking of the Holy Ghost. But 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given 
in the sense of His indwelling, 
because that waited until Jesus 
should rise from the dead and be 
glorified. Then the Holy Spirit 
would be given to dwell in people’s 
bodies. We know, of course, that 
before this the Holy Spirit did 
come in power on many apostles 
and prophets, on Jesus and John 
the Baptist and Mary and Eliza- 
beth and Zacharias and many oth- 
ers. The enduement of power had 
been experienced by many Chris- 
tians before this time. But the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit was 
never experienced by any Chris- 
tian until Christ rose from the 
dead. So this Scripture speaks 
of the time when the Holy Spirit 
would be given to dwell in the 
bodies of Christians and make 
human bodies His headquarters. 


But it is equally clear that the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit in soul- 
winning testimony is offered, also. 
Every Christian is to be a living 
spring of water! And out of the 
Christian’s innermost being should 
flow a river of blessing and power 
and testimony to all who are about 
him! 


It would be impossible, surely, 
for any intelligent reader to deny 
that this Scripture quoted above 
means that every Christian who 
has the Holy Spirit living in his 
body should be a living spring of 
water and that out from him 
should flow the power of God. And 
every Scripture that clearly speaks 
of the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit necessarily implies the fact 
that one who has _ the _ Spirit 
dwelling in his body may have 
Him in His fullness! 


Consider another Scripture. In 
John 20:19-22 we have an account 
of the fulfillment of the promise 
Jesus had made the disciples in 
John 7:37-39. The same day Jesus 
rose from the dead He came to 
His disciples and breathed on 
them and they received the Holy 
Spirit. The indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit surely began that day, 
the day Jesus rose from the dead, 
when He was glorifieqg and His 
promise was fulfilled. He com- 
manded the disciples, “Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost,” and they re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit to live in 
their bodies. But notice two 
verses particularly. 

“Then said Jesus to them again, 
Peace be unto you: as my Father 
hath sent me, even So send I you. 
And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them, and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
—John 20:21, 22 
. Again let me say that it seems 
clear that Jesus is speaking about 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
The disciples received the Holy 
Spirit. And yet Jesus commanded 
them that they were still to tarry 
in Jerusalem to be endued with 
power from on high. We are not 
to infer that here, the day Jesus 
rose from the dead, the disciples 
received the fullness of power. 
Why should they wait and tarry 
to be endued with power from on 
high if already they had been 
endued with the power that they 
sought? No, but they did receive 
the Holy Spirit to live in their 
bodies. It is the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit which the disciples 
here received. 

But that Scripture certainly 
implies that they should receive 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit in 
power. Jesus said to them, “As my 
Father hath sent me, even so send 
I you.” In that simple promise 
and command Jesus surely refers 
to the power for witnessing, the 
power for soul winning. As Jesus 
was sent by the Father from 
Heaven, so these disciples were 
sent forth by Jesus. As Jesus was 
to do all His ministry in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, so these dis- 
ciples could do the work assigned 
to them only by the _ miracle- 
working power of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus was commissioning them to 


‘do wonders which could be done 


only with supernatural power! 

So when Jesus said, “Receive 
ye. the Holy Ghost,” He certainly 
meant that they then ang there 
received the Holy Spirit to live 
in their bodies. But He also cer- 
tainly commanded them to wait 
on God in the future until they 


should receive Him in fullmess and 
mighty power for witnessing. 
You see, wherever the Bible 
teaches that a Christian has the 
Holy Spirit abiding in his body, 
that Scripture necessarily implies 
that one who has the Holy Spirit 
should be filled with the Spirit. 
One who has the Spirit of God 
dwelling in him should also have 
the manifestation, the anointing 
and enduement and the fruit bear- 
ing which are the ministry of this 
same blessed Holy Spirit. 
Christian, don’t you see that 
it is wicked and unseemly and 
illogical that the Spirit of God 
should dwell in your body ang not 
have His perfect way? Don't you 
see that it is an unreasonable 
situation that the blessed Spirit of 
God, who is So willing to do every- 
thing necessary for you, is not 
earnestly sought in His fullness to 
endue you with power from on 
high? The fact that the Spirit 
of God dwells in every Christian's 
body indicates that it is logical 
and proper for every Christian 
to be filleq with the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus said, “I am come that 
they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abund- 
antly” (John 10:10). The Chris- 
tian who has life should also have 
it more abundantly. One who has 
salvation should also have power. 


When Jesus died, a soldier 
thrust a spear into His side and 
there came out blood ang water. 
The blood pictured the atonement 
which Christ made for every one 
of us. But the water, mingled 
with it pictured the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit which every Christian 
can have. Calvary paid for salva- 
tion. But Calvary also paid for 
the abundant life, the power- 
filled life, the gloriously effective 
soul-winning life! The presence of 
the Holy Spirit in the Christian's 
life means that He ought to be 
manifested in mighty power, and 
He will be manifesteg in power 
in the life of very Christian who 
meets God’s requirements. 


IV. The Soul-Winning Task, 

Commanded for Every 

Christian, Makes the 
Power of the Holy 
Spirit Imperative 

Let me remind you again that 
every Christian is commanded to 
win souls. The Great Commission, 
given by the Saviour in Matthew 
28:18-20, shows us this. 

“And Jesus came and spake 
unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe ail 
things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” ‘ 

It is important to notice that 
this commission is given not 
simply nor only to the _ twelve 
apostles. “All power [authority] 
is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth.” Is not the authority 
of Jesus over every Christian as 
absolute as His authority over the 
twelve apostles ? 

And the command is given to 
“teach all nations” or make dis- 
ciples in all nations. The twelve 
apostles could not cover the whole 
world. 

And Jesus promised, “Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the 
eng of the world.” The end of the 
world, the consummation of this 
age, has not come even yet, after 
more than nineteen hundred years. 
Not a one of the original apostles 
was left alive after the first 
century. So the promise of the 
Lord Jesus would be incompre- 
hensible and meaningless if He 
did not include the rest of us in 
the Great Commission. Now, if 
you read carefully what the dis- 
ciples were to do, you will see that 
the Great Commission was for 
every Christian. 

1. The disciples were to make 
disciples in all nations. That 
means they were to get people 
saved. 

2. The apostles and others, then, 
were to baptize these new con<« 
verts as a mark of their utter 
surrender to the will of God, count- 
ing the old life dead and buried 
ang announcing a new life in 
Christ, according to His will 
Every new convert was to be 
baptized. 

3. Then the apostles and others 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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were to teach the new converts 
“to observe all things whatsoever” 
Jesus had commanded the apos- 
tles! That is, every new convert 
was to be given the Great Com- 
mission afresh! Every new con- 
vert was as much obligated to 
carry the gospel to all the world, 
to get people saved, to get people 


baptized, and to teach the new 
converts to win souls, as the 
original apostles themselves. You 


‘see, the Great Commission clearly 
teaches that everybody who is 
ever converted should be baptized 
and then taught to win souls and 
carry on all the command of 
Jesus to the apostles, 


Many, many Scriptures make 
it clear that God intends for every 
Christian to win souls. In Matthew 
4:19 Jesus said, “Follow me, and 
I will make you fishers of men,” 
Those who do not become fishers 
of men, soul winners, are simply 
not following Jesus as they should! 

In John 15:5 Jesus said, “I am 
the vine, ye are the branches; He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing.” Every Christian who 
really abides in Christ will bear 
much fruit. That means that he 
will get many people saved. The 
fruit of a Christian is another 
Christian. There is no such thing 
as being a good Christian, abiding 
in Christ and having His fullness 
and power, without winning souls. 

Proverbs 11:30 says, “The fruit 
of the righteous is a tree of life; 
and he that winneth souls is 
wise.” In the Bible to be wise 
means to be spiritually wise, and 
one who does not win souls is not 
spiritually wise, but a fool. 

In Daniel 12:3 we are told, 
“They that be wise shall shine 
ms the brightness of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the Stars for 
ever and ever.” So that means 
that the rewards of Heaven will 
be given to soul winners! 

Can anyone doubt what is dear- 
est to the heart of God? After 
God gave His Son to die for sin- 
ners, has anyone a right to sup- 
pose that anything else in the 
wniverse is as important as 
getting people saved, as important 
as keeping sinners out of Hell? 
You remember that Paul knew 
so well this blessed truth. He 
said, “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world 
TO SAVE SINNERS; of whom I 
am chief” (I Tim. 1:15). And 
Jesus Himself said, “Joy shall be 
in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine just persons, which need 
no repentance” (Luke 15:7). Any 
Christian who would make Heaven 


happy must win souls. Any 
Christian who would shine in 
Heaven must win souls. Any 


Christian who follows Jesus will 
be a fisher of men. Any Christian 
who really abides in Christ will 
bring forth much fruit, that is, 
will win many precious souls. Any 
Christian who obeys the Great 
Commission will set out to get 
people saved. 

But to win souls—how shall we 
do it! Sometimes people say to me, 
“It is so hard to win souls these 
days!” These days? It always 
was hard to win souls. These 
alibis, that the days are getting 
too hard for God, that_this gen- 
eration is harder to reach than 
other generations, are really very 
foolish. It is not only hard to 
win souls, it is impossible—unless 
one has the mighty power of God! 
It takes just one thing to be a 
soul winner and that is the special 
enduement of power from God, the 
power John the Baptist had, the 
power Peter and other disciples 
had at Pentecost, the power that 
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Barnabas had, who was “a good 
man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
ang of faith: and much people 
was added unto the Lord” (Acts 
11:24). It takes just what D. L. 
Moody had, a special enduement 
of power from God. Charles G. 
Finney had the same power, and 
R. A. Torrey, and Billy Sunday. 
Oh, friends, to win souls without 
help from Heaven is impossible. 

Can you imagine how Simon 
Peter and the other disciples faced 
that crowd at Pentecost? Re- 
member, they faced the murderers 
of the Lord Jesus! Remember, all 
these hearers had heard Jesus 
Christ Himself and had hated Him 
and rejected Him! And to a 
gospel-hardened generation of 
wicked, self-righteous, hypocritical 
people murderers of the Lord 
Jesus, Peter preached in boldness 
and they were cut to the heart. 
Disciples went and witnessed in 
mighty power and some _ three 
thousand turned to the Lord that 
day. There is no possible explana- 
tion of the revival at Pentecost 
except that people hag power that 
was supernatural, power on their 
witnessing that turned men to 
God. 

John Wesley had this breath of 
Heaven upon him, and marvels 
were done that turned the whole of 


England from the abyss of im- 
morality and destruction. We 
are told that France had . her 


French Revolution but England 
had John Wesley and the Wesleyan 
revival! There is no logical and 
adequate explanation of the civili- 
zation and freedom which England 
and America possess today except 
as it is based on ah understanding 
of what the evangelical movement 
in England and the Wesleyan re- 
vival did. 

The great evangelists have 
passed off the scene in America. 
I knew Billy Sunday, but Billy 
Sunday is dead! I knew and 
loved Gipsy Smith, but the Gipsy 
with his sweet voice and his eyes 
which so easily gave way to tears 
as he talked about “the beauty 
of Jesus’ — dear Gipsy is dead! 
Moody and Torrey and J. Wilbur 
Chapman are all gone to Heaven. 
A generation ago there were some 
five hundreg evangelists holding 
large union revival campaigns in 
America. With few . exceptions, 
they are gone from our land. 
There has been an alarming wane 
in revivals in America, 

The schools of America have 
turned against God. Atheism is 
rampant Communism is _infil- 
trating labor unions and farm 
circles and stalks on many a uni- 
versity campus. The sanctity of 
the home is broken down. Morality 
is laughed at by both men and wo- 
men. The movies have molded the 
morals of a generation. .No one 
thinks anything of women filling 
the taprooms and taverns. Drunk- 
enness is on the increase and 
greater now than before the pro- 
hibition amendment and the inter- 


lude of outlawed liquor. Sin 
everywhere abounds. 
But wait! I am still commanded 


to get the gospel to every creature. 
And so are you. Every Christian 
is still commanded to win souls. 
We are to win people who are 
hardened, people who are self- 
satisfied. We are to win people 
who have no fear of God. We 
are to win people who are enslaved 
by passions and sin. We are to 
win people who despise goodness, 
who have no confidence in the 
church and preachers. We are 
to win people who believe that the 
Bible is a myth and a legend. We 
are to win people who have been 
taught in the schools that the 
Bible is out of date and. that 
Christianity is only a-part of the 
evolutionary process. We are to 
win people to trust in Jesus as 
Saviour when they think of Him 
only as the illegitimate son of a 
Jewish woman, a Nazarene peas- 
ant, a great teacher, a martyr 
even — but only a man! God in 
Heaven help us, how can we win 
souls if we do not have a super- 
natural enduement from Heaven! 
If God helped Peter at Pentecost, 
then every preacher who ever 
stands up to preach has a right 
to call on God for the same kind 


(Continued on Page 8) 


vr 


’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 

greatest soul winners, etc. You 
may be sure that if you send THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD as a 
gift subscription to Christian 
friends, many of them will “open 
each copy as eagerly as... letters 
from friends and loved ones.” So 
it was with this woman for whom 
someone else first subscribed! 


Another lady subscribed for her 
three sons. The families were 
blesseq ‘and one daughter-in-law 
used one of the sermons in a 
letter to an unsaved friend and 
the friend was saved. She is 
Mrs. James Heckaman, Nappanee, 
Indiana, and writes: “. ..I en- 
joy the sermons so much that you 
will remember I subscribed for 
my three sons on February 26, 
1948. These sermons are good 
and should be in each home. One 
daughter-in-law useq one of the 
sermons to send in a letter to an 
unsaved friend. She clipped it out 
to enclose it in her letter and this 
friend went to her eternal home 
just last Wednesday—a saved 
woman. So it pays, doesn’t it...” 

Myrtle Stephenson, Tempe, 
Arizona, tells how personal contact 
with THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
brings conversion. She said: “... 
At present I am living in a trailer 
court and have been giving THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD to those 
who do not know the Lord, and 
just recently had a fine conversion 


through the sermons and my 
pointing the way...” 
There are thousands of good 


Christian people who do not know 
that such a paper exists as THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. Well, 
that is just like Mrs. Gordon Berg- 
man of Gulliver, Michigan, was 
until a few months ago when a 
relative gave several old copies 
to her. Listen to what she says: 
“Although I’m just a new reader 
of your paper, I feel I should tell 
you what the paper means to me. 
I didn’t know such a paper exisited 
until] a few months ago a relative 
gave me several old copies. She 
Said they were ‘too good to throw 
away.’ Well, say, when I got 
started reading them, I certainly 
was thrilled! I felt I had been 
feeding on ‘milk’ all these years, 
and now had finally gotten to the 
‘meat’ of His Word. I, read the 
papers and started to pass them 
around—with wonderful results. 
The real worg of God is sure 
powerful. It has started dis- 
cussions about the Bible and 
eternal life, really going into it in 
a new way, giving us a passion 
for souls that we never had before, 
making us bold for Christ!! I wish 
this paper could be in all the 
homes around here-—-I’m going to 
try my best to see that it is done 

Don’t you want to have a part 
in the great spiritual blessing that 
comes to those who are given gift 
subscriptions to THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD? Here is your op- 
portuninty. 

Our Greatest Subscription 

Offer 

Here is the finest subscription 
offer we have ever made. 

First, you may send subscrip- 
tions, either new or renewal, at 
the rate of $1.00 for eight months, 
thirty-five weekly issues. Canadian 
and foreign subscriptions will be 
$1.00 for six months. This in it- 
self is a great saving. 

Second, to every one who sends 
three such eight-month subscrip- 
tions, $3.00 worth of subscriptions 
at this rate, we will send. abso- 
lutely free my brand-new book, 
God’s Cure for Anxious Care, 

If you wish, you may send any 
person THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD for twenty-four months, 
for $3.00, and get the bodk free. 
Or you may renew your Own sub- 
scription at this price. But mark 
subscriptions “new” or “renewal”. 

Here is a wonderful opportunity 
to do good. You may send THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD to num- 
bers of friends and relatives. You 
may send it to new converts. You 
may send it to ministers. You 
may send it to shut-ins. And 
you will be bringing happiness to 
many hearts, will teach Christians 
to learn to enjoy the strong meat 
of the Word of God as well as 
the milk, will make bold witnesses 
for Jesus Christ out of those who 
are timid Christians. Some who 


are unsaved will surely be won 


Here Is What It Does! 


to Christ because others subscrib- 
ed to THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD for them. And remember 
that for every $3.00 worth of sub- 
scriptions during this special of- 
fer (eight months for $1.00; six- 
tween months for $2.00; twenty- 
four months for $3.00) we will be 
glad to send a copy of this beau- 
tiful gift book, God’s Cure for 
Anxious Care, by the _ editor. 
There are nine chapters, 127 
pages. The book is beautifully 
clothbound. We think it is the 
most beautiful book we have ever 
published. We expect it to be 
tremendously popular because 
there are so many people who 
need the comfort and joy and 
faith that this book will bring. 
It is a comfort to the troubled, a 
strength to the tempted and weak, 
nine chapters, every chapter to 
make you a better Christian and 
a happier one. It is an ideal book 
for a gift. You should have a 
number of them on hand. And 
for every three subscriptions you 
get one of these beautiful cloth- 
bound books absolutely free! 


Do You Readers Really Care? 


I am going to take you very 
frankly into my confidence. I 


have asked God for 15,000 sub-} 


scriptions during the - campaign. 
I believe that 10,000 of them will 
be new ones. I have counselled 
with my workers here in the 
Sword of the Lord office in Whea- 
ton, and we have agreed to ask 
God for the 15,000 subscriptions 
and agreed to give way at least 
9,000 copies of this brand-new 
book that is being printed at great 
cost. We are doing it by faith. 
Now I frankly @Want your help. 


During letter month some 12,- 
000 of you wrote to tell of the 
blessings you had received through 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Now if you meant it, and I feel 
sure you did, it is time to prove 
it by sending THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD to others. I will not 
get a penny out of it if we get 
the full 15,000 subscriptions or 
more. In fact, if we go in the 
hole and find that we cannot 
make expenses at such a low rate, 
I will try to rake up the money 
someway and make up the deficit. 
Mrs. Rice and I have done that 
for many years. I am not asking 
you to send subscriptions to help 
me out or so I will gain any 
money. I am asking you to help 
get the gospel out to revive Chris- 
tians and teach them to win souls, 
and to bring conviction and to 
light revival fires all over Amer- 
ica! I believe you are going to 
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help me to do it because it is 
right. 

You see, we cannot depend on 
any alumni because, while we 
boost good schools, we are not 
sponsored by any. THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD is not a denomi- 
national paper, and so we cannot 
depend on denominational leaders 
to boost this paper. You who 
love the Lord and win souls, you 
who are blessed by the wonderful 
messages in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD are the ones to help 
spread it and get new subscrip- 
tions. Now is the time to do it! 
I want you to do your part to) 
the glory of Christ so that-you and 
I may rejoice together in the an- 
swer to prayer and in the great 
good that will come because of 
the new subscriptions. 


Last week we told of a pastor 
in North Carolina who sent 113 
subscriptions to his church mem- 
bers. Some time ago a pastor in 
Tennessee wrote to tell how he 
went to a fourth-time country 
church and set out to send sub- 
scriptions to every family in his 
church. He kept putting tithe 
money into this matter until he 
had sent 132 subscriptions! As a 
result, the church went to half- 
time and then to full-time. Chris- 
tians grew in grace and gave 
more liberally and paid their pas- 
ter six times as much for full- 
time as they formerly paid for his 
services one Sunday in a month. 
Then the attendance grew so at 
the services and the Christians so 
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Children Are Starving 


Individuals and groups can ‘“‘adopt’’ 


blow them away, 
Your adoption will 
provide schooling and training in some useful 
It will givé the child a strong personal 
belief in Jesus and His Way of Life. 
teaching is emphasized in all of CCF’s 55 or- 


lars a month and a specific child is assigned the | 
contributor, the child’s name, address and picture 
are furnished and correspondence 
is possible, 

For infermation write to: Dr. J. Calvitt Clarke 
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took me recently to fly from Los 
Angeles to New York City. I’ve 
seen the world move out of the ox 
cart era into the era of jet-pro- 
pelled airplanes, thanks to inven- 
tion. And yet in this hour of 


. dizzy speed, I pause to say that I 
. almost pray at times for human 


genius ‘to stop long enough for 
me to catch my breath. They tell 
me that television and atom- 
propelled automobiles are just 
around the corner. So far as I am 
concerned, they can stay there 
until after my funeral. I believe 
in progress, but not quite such 
breath-taking progress. 

I think we could get along very 
nicely for a hundred years with- 
out another great financier like 
Rockefeller, Jay Gould, Carnegie, 
Morgan or Ford. It might be less 
spectacular if we talked in terms 
of thousands instead of millions 
and billions, and yet we might 
last longer. 

I really think that we could get 
by without another great scholar 
like Einstein for a century at 
least. We know so much already 
that we have almost wrecked the 
world. My children finish high 
school with more technical train- 
ing and understanding of the 
things that are written in the 
books than I had when I took my 
B. A. My grandchildren have be- 
gun to run me crazy with what 
they ‘know that I don’t know, and 
they are still in grammar school. 

I know we could get along with- 
out any more expert politicians 
for a few generations — that is, if 
we could only run across a 
statesman now and then. It isn’t 
a great preacher here and there 
that we need so badly. Top men 
are not nearly so essential as they 
used to be. We have discovered 
that we can easily make _ top 
executives out of coa] miners. 


II. What the World Needs— 
Men 

What the world needs and must 
have, if we escape the perils of 
our tragic day and build a peace 
that will endure, is a man in the 
front door of every home. I mean 
aman! We need a man in the 
office, a man behind the counter, 
a man-in-the butcher shop,.a 
man in-the»post office, a man ii 
the lecture room, a man in the 
pulpit. We need a man, with 
emphasis on that something in the 
human breast that makes a man a 
man, 

I recall that I was speaking in 
New York City at the time of 
the appearance of the Blue Eagle 
in the store windows of the nation. 
It was back in the early thirties 
and we were trying desperately 
hard to reinvigorate an almost 
lost confidence on the part of 
the American people. Men had 
come to distrust each other. “You 
have to lie in order to do business 
these days,” said one business 
man in my hearing. A newspaper 
reporter came to my hotel and 
asked me what I thought of the 
Blue Eagle. I answered that in 
my opinion he was a poor bird on 
which to lean. I said this: “If 
we had genuine men behind the 
plate glass windows, we would 
not need a Blue Eagle perched 


between them ang the sidewalk 
On which the multitudes move. 
And with cheats and snides and 
liars and thieves doing business 
within the shops and stores, the 
Blue Eagle will lose every tail 
feather before he gets started at 
restoring confidence.” He _ did. 
He became the nakedest bird on 
display! 

You'll never restore confidence 
in men until you have men in 
whom you can safely place your 
confidence. I was reared in the 
mountains where we never saw a 
padiock until I was a grown man. 
I now keep a half dozen padlocks 
in reserve. I recall that when I 
was a little fellow, a _ neighbor 
caught a man stealing corn out of 
acrib. He had set a beartrap for 
him. My father hitched old Bet 
and old Bird to the wagon and we 
drove to the County Seat to see 
a thief. People brought their 
children from all over those moun- 
tains to look at the only thief that 
had been behind the jail bars of 
Independence for years. It was as 
though the circus had come. The 
jail at Independence has had to 
be enlarged since then. 

In this hour when youth has 
caught the contagion of mass 
loyalty we need to realize that 
out of the individual heart are the 
issues of life. ‘The multitude of 
bobby-soxers may run after Frank 
Sinatra until  sixteen-year-olds 
have nervous prostration ang the 
Saturday night halls may be taxed 
to suffocation with singing, laugh- 
ing, weeping youngsters, as Youth 
for Christ goes sweeping on, but 
the abiding and enduring assets 
that will make and save a nation, 
while expressing tli@mselves_ in 
mass and often gathering momen- 
tum by the fact that massed Ob- 
jects are more projective than the 
individual, must find their germi- 
nation, their sustenance and their 
development within the soil of 
the human heart. The most im- 


portant thing in the development 


of great movements is the choice, 
the will, the purpose, the aspira- 
tion of a single man. 

I have spent a lifetime in seek- 
ing to mass the people. I have 
had the privilege of preaching to 
great crowds. My brethren often 
accuse ‘me of over-emphasis when 
it comes to mass movements. I 
consider it cowardly indeed to 
back off from the masses. The 
picture shows, the dance halls, 
the roadhouses, the cocktail 
lounges—every institution and 
agency that is undermining hu- 
man character emphasizes the im- 
portance of people getting to- 
gether. If you have a message 
worth while to one man, it can be 
worth while to a thousand. All 
this talk about the advantage of 
small groups and special cultiva- 
tion of the select few is a lame 
alibi. Men who can’t get the 
crowd seek thus to defend their 
failure. The great movements of 
the century have started with the 
few—sometimes the very few— 
but they have gathered numbers 
as they have produced momen- 
tum and the multitudes have been 
swept before them. Success still 
masses. Don’t ever forget that! 

But with all your mass move- 
ments, never let the glamour of 


Here Is What It Does! 
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grew in grace that they built a 
large new church house. Then 
God gave a wonderful revival! 
And the pastor, out of a full 
heart, wrote to tell us that he was 
sure THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD had more to do with the 
growth of the church and its in- 
crease in spiritual power than 


any other one thing, humanly 
speaking. 
One good man sent THE 


SWORD OF THE LORD to every 
Methodist pastor in the state of 
Virginia. A fine Christian lay- 
man sent THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD to 500 Southern Baptist 
pastors. The president of a uni- 
versity sent the paper to a hun- 
dred ministers. An _ evangelist 
sent it to a hundred more. Oh, 
dear Christian friend, get a vision 
of the good you can do by putting 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD in 
the homes of the people! If you 


want to send a lot of subscriptions 


and would not want all of the 
premiums to be the same book, 
write us about it and we will 
make generous allowances. But 
in Jesus’ dear name, come to our 
help and help get thousands of 
new subscriptions for THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD! 


Elsewhere in this paper is a 
subscription eoupon for your cen- 
venience if you want to use it. 
But I beg you in Jesus’ name, 
send us right away at least three 
subscriptions at $1.00 each, mark 
each one clearly “new” or “re- 
newal” and help us in the early 
part of the campaign. Then plan 
and pray about others that you 
can send next week. We be- 
lieve that God will speak to your 
heart. Now be sure to do what 
He tells you! Send all subscrip- 
tions to The Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 -West Wesley 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


numbers submerge the fact that 
the work is being accomplished, 


if at all, in the individual. “And 
aman shall be... ”’ 

The prophet himself lived in 
perilous times. Egypt was the 


center of power. The Assyrians 
were strong and aggressive. Israe] 
was sore perplexed. The prophet 
has something very ‘definite to 
say. Listen! 

“Woe to them that go down to 
Egypt for help; and stay on 
horses, and trust in chariots, be- 
Cause they are many... Now 
the Egyptians are men, and not 


God; their horses flesh, and not 
spirit.” 
The prophet recognizes’ that 


numbers do not solve situations. 
He was not for the building of 
Some kind of world church. He 
was not a visionary internation- 
alist. He was not beset with 
union so that he felt that victory 
lay in the counting of millions. 
Listen again: 

“Like as the lion and the young 
lion roaring on his prey, when a 
multitude of shepherds is called 
forth against him, he will not be 
afraid of their voice, nor abase 
himself for the noise of them.” 

It takes more than the bleat- 
ing of a flock of confused sheep 
and the yelling of a multitude of 
excited shepherds to stop a lion. 
The reason is not in lack of num- 
bers or of noise. The reason is in 
the nature of the lion. “And a 
man shall be... ” 

The prophet is saying that far 
more important than an alliance 
with Egypt in this hour of crisis 
is for the men of Israel to “turn 
unto him from whom the children 
of Israel have deeply revolted.” It 
is an “every man” business. “For 
in that day every man shall cast 
away his idols of silver, and his 
idols of gold . .. Then shall the 
Assyrian fall with the sword.” 
Israel doesn’t need Egypt, says 
the prophet. Israel needs Israel- 
ites—-real, genuine, courageous, 
true, loyal Israelites! “And a 
man shall be... ” 

What are the characteristics of 
this man whom the prophet saw 
in an hour of Israel's peril? What 
were his assets? What kind of 
man was he? What did he have 
to him and in him? Was he just 
an ordinary fellow who could 
qualify under “a man’s a man for 
a’ that”? Was he one of these 
lads who leans heavily on the 


“fatherhood of God and therefore 


wer’re all on one level’? Did he 
have the universal slant? Did he 
alibi by saying, “There is no dif- 
ference; all races and tongues and 


nationalities and _ religions but 
make up one humanity”? # =The 
prophet left no_ question here. 


“Hiding place from the wind... 
Covert from the tempest .. 
Rivers of water in a dry place... 
A great rock.” 


Ill, What We Need—God’s 
Men 


God’s man. God’s much-needed 
man, God's all-important man for 
those times and these times and 
all times, shall be lifted, as it 
were, out of the common crowd, 
above the common level, up and 
through the human _ driftwood 
that floats by and shall be “an 
hiding place from the wind” that 
is rending the forests and tearing 
the great oaks to fragments; “a 
covert from the tempest” that is 
submerging and sweeping all be- 
fore it; as refreshing waters in a 
desert, where everything has dried 
up and is dead; as “a great rock” 
casting its long shadows over a 
weary land. 

And what is the one invincible 
asset of God’s man, the man the 
prophet beheld? Just before he 
spoke these words, he tells us, 
“Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God, behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, 
a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation.” This stone is the se- 
cret. When this stone is through, 
something happens. ‘Your cove- 
nant with death shall be dis- 
annulled, and your agreement 
with hell shall not stand.” This 
is that stone that was “cut out 
of the mountain without hands.” 
This is the stone that did “break 
in pieces the iron, the brass, the 
clay, the silver and the gold.” 

This living stone possesses 
God’s man, drives all else out and 
makes him what the prophet saw. 

The prophet saw God’s man as 
a creature of strength. He could 
withstand the storm. In my day 
I have seen the storm sweep less- 


er men into oblivion. I have seen 
man’s strength break before the 
storm. I have seen the gang de- 
stroy the individual. I have seen 
the multitude bear to doom the 
helpless person who knew no 
strength outside himself. I have 
seen men swept away from their 
foundations of sand. I have also 
seen a few who stood. I have 
seen a few bold souls stand like 
a tower, planted on “a sure foun- 
dation,” builded on the rock. 


IV. Three Men Who Stood 

Back before the child special- 
ialists decided that Bible stories 
were such “tough assignments” 
as that children should not be 
told them, lest some psychologi- 
cal warp or twist be developed. 
my mountain mother, who, thank 
God, did not know the latest find- 
ings of child pedagogy, told me 
the story of three men who stood 
when everybody else fell down. 
That story became a very part of 
my life. It knit itself into the 
fiber of my being. I seemed to 
grow taller in my purpose every 
time I thought of three men wh« 
dared to stand when everybody 
else lay on their faces. 

There is something very special) 
to be said about these three men. 
Had they lived today, they would 
have been referred to as politi- 
cians. They had been* appointed 
by the king to have charge of 
the affairs of the province of 
Babylon. Their whole future de- 
pended upon their relationship to 
that king. Nebuchadnezzar was 
not only a king, but he was a dic- 
tator. Those were the days of the 
strictest totalitarianism. His 
power was unlimited in Babylon. 
His authority was final. And so 
}he caused to be builded a tremen- 
dous image of gold on the plains 
of Dura. He then sent out a 
proclamation and assembled his 
musicians. It was a great occa- 
sion. It was an hour when ail! 
must acknowledge the dictator- 
ial authority of the kings When 
the music started, all were to fall 
down and worship the image of 
gold. All did—that is, al! except 
three men! And they were his 
appointed office holders! 


I confess that it was a stirring 
Story, as I sat by the old wood 
fire in the mountain cabin, a lit- 
tle boy with big, wide eyes. Moth- 
er, in her story, had the furnace 
roaring. And now they’ were 
throwing in more wood. They 
had to heat it up to seven times 
its usual temperature. It was a 
red hot moment. I could almost 
see those three fellows standing 
in the shadows of the cabin, thei: 
faces lighted by the fires within 
the furnace. But the king was 
going to give them another 
chance. As a little fellow, I 
thought that was rather nice in 
him. But this time, before the 
music started, these three office 
holders send their king a message. 
They said, ““O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
are not careful to answer thee in 
this matter. If it be so, our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery fur- 
nace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. But if not, 
be it known unto thee, O king, 
that we will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up.” 

Sitting there in the firelight, in 
the mountain house, I used to 
want to jump up and yell, when 
mother would get to that part of 
the story, with her big brown 
eyes burning like the embers on 
the hearth. They didn’t back an 
inch. They said, ‘If we're right, 
you're wrong, and the fact that 
you’re the king doesn’t even in- 
terest us, nor does your puny fire 
alarm us. More than that,’ said 
they, ‘even if we are wrong about 
our God delivering us, we know 
there’s nothing to your little gods 
or to your golden dummy. Our 
answer is, No!’ Then the music 
started! 

They were Jewish politicians! 

Right at this point my mother 
always brought in “the stone that 
was cut out ef the mountain with- 
out hands.” ‘The king got them 
into the furnace all right. Some 
of his chief executioners were 
burned to death in the process, 
for Babylon must’ witness the 
avenging anger of a king who 
had been flouted. And the people 
stood off at a safe distance and 
looked into this fiery pi*. They 
grew excited. They began to yell 
at each other. Somebody went 


hurdling to the king. At least, 


my mother said so. The crowd 
went wild. Who was that fourth 
man in the fiery furnace? The 
old king himself drew near and 
peeped in. Sure enough, there 
were four, all seemingly in com- 
fort, white the people on the out- 
side were much more excited than 
the quartette on the inside. The 
fourth one reminded them ef 
“the stone that was cut out of 
the mountain.” 


I tell you, that story did some 
thing to me. I wanted to name 
my boys after those three fel- 
lows, but by wife dissented. She 
said the nicknames would be tex- 
rible. And yet I'd shout the, rest 
of my days if only I knew that 
my five sons would qualify as 
worthy to stand in the shadow of 
those three Jews of my childish 
dreams. “And a man shall be. .” 
Ged’s man shall be... like that! 

Paul, in writing to “his son” im 
the gospel of Christ, said, “Thou 
therefore, my son, be strong...” 
Had he stopped there, the social 
gospel would have gotten a tre 
mendous impetus from that exhor- 
tation. Cultural and educational 
processes would have come in for 
a large share of credit in the 
making and moulding of men. Nor 
are these factors unimportant 
There are many contributory faec- 
tors to be reckoned with, when a 
genuine man appears. Yet Paul 
understood the prophet and added 
to his exhortation words o/ vital 
meaning, “... in the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus.” Paul knew 
that God’s man must be builded 
po the “stone that was cut out 
the mountain without hands.” 


V. Strong, Stable Men Needed 

As 1 speak in Youth for Christ 
meetings and meet youth across 
the land, I feel a compelling de- 
sire to plead with young men and 
women everywhere not to permit 
anything to come the way e# 
their lives that would subtract 
from that strength so necessary 
to God's man. The _ cigarette 
habit, social drinking, social 
gambling, the sensual dance and 
other evils, often almost innocent 


as compared with greater evils 
all about us, are yet sapping, 
dissipating “little foxes’ that 


spoil the tender vines and destroy 
the grapes. “Touch not, taste not, 
handle not the unclean thing!” It 
may not damn your soul. Kk 
might! At least, it does not make 
you strong. 

The prophet saw God’s man as 
a creature of stability. Let the 
canyon be full of sweeping floods, 
the thunders howling of promised 
deluge, the storm clouds black 
and low, God’s man still stands 
unmoved by all the tempest shock. 
I hold that there is a variety of 
sanctified stubbornness, more nee- 
essary in this terrible hour of acid 


test than a college diplome. Of 
What good is strength, if you 
cannot dig in and “stay put’? 


What will information and polish 
and cultural attainments profit, 
if you are vacillating and unstable 
before the howling tempest of 
this generation? Deep-rooted- 
ness is a prerequisite now. 

The tendency is to go with the 
human drift as it sweeps by. 
“Everybody's doing it,” was once 
a catchy phrase. Today it is a 
truism. The broad way is full. 
There is plenty of company. You 
move with the line and the line 
moves ever in one Cirection. These 
times challenge youth to face the 
mob and walk through it. Any- 
body can go with the stream. Ht 
takes something of strength plus, 
to push in the oars and pull 
against the stream. It takes 


strength plus a will. It takes 
muscle plus purpose. It takes 
sinew plus determination. It is 


the plus for which the world is 
now calling. 

I remember the two old farm 
horses of my childhood, old Bet 
and old Bird. Somebody named 
old Bet purposely. Her name fit 
like a dress shoe. She was it. 
You could bet on her. Our other 
horse was named Bird. She was 
younger, beautiful, coal black 
mane and tail, sleek coat of hair, 
arched neck, slim, supple limbs. 
She pranced and showed her 
style. She did everything except 
pull. Old Bet was another kind, 
a different variety. She had 
knots on her ankles, big knees, a 


straggly mane, a kind of dull, 
dark bay coat. Her whole form 
and make-up were’ unattractive. 


But when you put a chain to a 


(Continued on Page 6) 


Page Six 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, Jume 18, 1948 


A Nation's Chief Asset 


(Continued from Page 5) 


stump and hitched old Bet to that 
chain, the stump had to come up, 
the singletree break, the chain give 
or something definite happen. Old 
Bet was built for the pull. She 
had a way of digging her front 
feet into the earth and staying 
until something happened I've 
Seen old Bet pull the wagon, the 
load, old Bird and all up the hill. 
I've prayed for what old Bet had! 
I commend what the old moun- 
taineers called “bottom” in such 
@ horse to the youth of this gen- 
eration! 


I remember a steward in my 
ehurch in a Texas town. He was 
a teller in a bank. He was a 
lovely fellow, a delightful man, 
an attractive personality. He 


would pass my parsonage in the 
morning and I would hail him. 
“Brother Blank, so-and-so is s0- 


and-so, isn’t it?” I would ques- 
tion. He never failed to come 
back with genuine enthusiasm. 


“Sure it is,” he would say, “I just 


told my wife at the breakfast 
table that so-and-so was s0-and- 
go.” That afternoon, he would 


come by from the bank. The day 
hag not tarnished his good humor. 
He was fresh and talkative. We 
would comment a bit on other 
matters. Then I would _§ say, 
“Brother Blank, so-and-so is cer- 
tainly not so-and-so, is it?"’ Quick 
as a flash he would answer: “Sure 
it isn’t. I was just talking with 
the president of the bank and I 
told him that so-and-so certainly 
was not so-and-so." He would 
agree with any position. He would 
endorse any stand. He would 
concur in any decision. If the 
wind was driving from the rear, 
he would sail steadily forward. If 
a puff hit him in the face, he 
would back up. If the zephyrs 
were from the east, he would be 
veering west. If the breeze was 
from the west, his would be an 
eastern course. He was as true 
as the weathercock on a farmer's 
barn. 

I can remember when bankers 
loaned money on something far 
more valuable than signatures. 
They knew the man and therefore 
they loaned him what he wanted. 
Or, not knowing the man, they 
foung a reason for not letting him 
have the money: They did busi- 
mess on the man. They looked 
him over with far more interest 
than they had in his real estate 
or business. Those were the days 
when a real man’s word was worth 
more than his bond. I buried such 
@ man once. About his grave stood 
his five sons. He had once been 
rich. Adversity had ruined his 
fortune, but not the man. His 
@ttorney arranged for him to 
gettle at forty cents on the 
dollar. He got him another at- 
torney. A few years before he 
died, he called in his five sons 
and turned his books over to them. 
He had paid the last dime. He 
had paid one hundred cents on the 
dollar. His sons did not weep at 
his grave. They stood and looked 
into his cold face with an ad- 
miration that sparkled like rare 
jewels in their eyes. 

Something has leaked out of 
us. Once a man offered for public 
office, that he might serve his 
fellow man and leave to those 
who should follow him a legacy 
of a job well done and a faith 
well kept. If promotion depended 
upon some designing betrayal of 
a trust, though the fact of his 
perfidy would never have been 
discovered, he did not hesitate. 
He did not know how to betray. 
He could resign. He could hold 
his heaq up and take defeat. But 
he could not betray. 

Once a preacher accepted the 
call of God and went forth to 
preach a glorious gospel to lost 
men. He had never heard of 
“brackets.” He did not know the 
language of opportunism. If pro- 
motion depended upon his soften- 
ing his message or worshipping a\ 
the shrine of ecclesiasticism, he 
deliberately chose to take the 
path ‘of privation and_ self-sur- 
render. He could preach in the 
out-of-doors to God’s poor and 
starve with them, but he could 
not stultify his soul. He did not 
know how to fawn and flatter and 
knuckle andg'trim and compromise. 

Once a young girl walked with 


her fellows as far as she could go 
and retain her self-respect and 
God's approval, Then she stopped 
dead still in her tracks. She re- 
fused to go farther. She said, No! 
Though they plead and sought 
to persuade and finally threatened 
her, there she stood. She could 
walk alone. She could keep com- 
pany with her own soul and her 
soul’s Redeemer. But she diq not 
know how to sell her birthright for 
the cheap pottage of this frothy 
generation. Something within her 
beautiful heart was more valuable 
than the acclaim of her sordid 
companions, 


“And aman shall be...” And 
a man Shall be stable, solid, sub- 
stantial, builded to stay as do the 
cliffs beside the river, though the 
banks are full ef the flood, of 
the driftwood, of wrecked timbers 
and jams of ice. God’s man shall be 
a covert from the tempest. A 
sheltering man! He shall become 
a kind of city of refuge. A wife 
is safe indeed, when walking by 
his side. Even the other fellow's 
wife is safe. His children and 
other men’s children find a harbor 
in his association. He does not 
bend, much less break. He is a 
walled tower to those who put 
their faith in him. He will not 
betray the widow or exploit the 
orphan. He will not seek profit 
from the misfortune of others or 
build his fortune on the broken 
hopes and shattered prospects of 
men less fortunate. He does not 
use the Golden Rule so much as 
a yardstick as he uses it as a 


fire upon the hearth of his heart. } 


The nearer men come to that 
heart, the more the frosts melt 
away and the springtime appears. 


VL. The Rock on Which He 
Stands 


Ang here again is where we 
come to consider the stone that 
was “cut out of the mountain 
without hands.” I am so certain 
that this “sure foundation” is 
the only enduring undergirding of 
stable manhood and steadfast 
womanhoog that I acclaim this 
Rock of Ages as the answer to 
every problem that faces youth 
and age in this our day. The 
tempest is powerless against it. 
Is there a weakness? Is there a 
besetting sin? Do you face a 
temptation too much for you? 
Have you gone down before the 
floods? Are the churning waters 
bearing you to destruction? Have 
you been broken by the tempest 
shock ? 

“©, then to the Rock let me 


fly, 
To the Rock that is higher 
than I.” 


But the prophet saw more than 
a strong and enduring man, God's 
man shall be refreshing, re-in- 
vigorating. He shall lend him- 
self to the processes of life. He 
shall be like a river of water, 
feeding the roots of the trees of 
the desert. He shall make men 
taller because they walk by his 
side. He shall strengthen them 
with the grip of his hand. He 
shall lend courage to men who 
fight in loneliness. He is an over- 
flowing man, an outreaching man, 
a multiplying man. 

The prophet saw such a man as 
a greater asset than an alliance 
with Egypt. Such a man would 
do more to turn back the Assyri- 
ans than any other single factor 
he could imagine, outside of God 
Himself. And the wonder of this 
man was and is that God could 
and does express Himself through 
him. The prophet was saying, 
‘We will not save Israel by treat- 
ing with Egypt. The Assyrians 
are also strong men. We can only 
save Israel by producing better 
men than Assyria produces. The 
men of Israel must be like flow- 
ing streams of refreshing water 
in desert places, and then we will 
neither need Egypt nor fear 
Assyria.’ 

I have met some of these re- 
freshing men. Did you ever go 
fishing with a group of men, 
camp with them a week on the 
bank of a river, listen to their 
stories and share their comrade- 
ship and come back home feeling 
that you had “all swunk up,” 
shrivelleqd and wasted away? You 
remember how you shunned your 
intimate friends, lest they would 
ask you what had happened to 
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you. They had made you little| relationship to the rocks of the 


within yourself. You were parcheg 
and dried out as though you had 


lived in a desert land. And again, 
did you ever go fishing with a 
very different group, share their 
lives for a week out in the wild- 
woods, and come back feeling that 
you were three inches tailer than 
when you left home? You re- 
member how exhilarateq you were 
with that association. You recall 
how you talked with pride to your 
wife and children about the men 
with whom you _. had been 
privileged to live that week. You 
felt as though you had come fresh 
from the meadowland, where 
clover bloomed knee high. 

Some men feed you. Other men 
starve their own wives and chiil- 
dren, although the table is laden 
with the choicest of foods. Indeed, 
we are building men and women 
that have nothing substantial to 
give to others. They themselves 
feed on the wrong stuff. They 
feed on the cheap sex books they 
get from the chain libraries at 
department stores. They feed on 
the literary trash they pick up at 
newsstands. They feed oh the 
husks in many of the “best 
sellers.” They feed on the sug- 
gestive filth of the screen. They 
feed on the dirty suggestivéeness 
of the ordinary radio play. They 
order from the menus of the road- 
house ang dance hall. Then they 
wonder why they do not grow 
strong for life’s tests and stable 
for the hours of crisis that never 
fail to arrive. They wonder why 
their homes do not last, why 
their children do not make good, 
why their own spirits break 
casily and their own lives go to 
pieces. The answer is that the 
fiber and tissue of the man par- 
take of the food he assimilates. 

I walked into a diner one day 
ang ordered breakfast. As I sat 
there waiting, a pitiful looking 


fellow came in and took the 
chair opposite me. His chest 
was caved in, his shoulders 


stooped, his face pallid, his eyes 
wasted, and his whole physical 
appearance such as to set you 
guessing as to what fatal malady 
had him in its grasp. He ordered 
immediately. He turned to the 
waiter and said, “Bring me some 
bran, please!” The mystery was 
solved. These bran-fed men! If 
ever there was a day when 
American men needed to be able 
to digest ham and eggs, that day 
has arrived. The husks have never 
yet bestowed strength and endur- 
ance. 


“And a man shall be .. .”” I must 
point you again to the source. 
Once a woman whose life reflected 
her moral and spiritual diet stood 
before Jesus. She needed help 
badly. She was allin. Her repu- 
tation was gone and her character 
along with it. Jesus offered her 
water to drink. Her soul was 
parched with thirst, but she did not 
at first understand Him. When 
she did understand, she went run- 
ning to her companions and told 
them what she had discovered. It 
is the discovery of the ages. This 
is that rock that was “cut out 
of the mountain without hands.” 
Possibly there was something 
prophetic in the fact that Moses 
smote the rock and a stream of 
water gushed out. The fountains 
of the earth have a very definite 


hitls. And so it is that the prophet 
comes to his climax in this text. 
“And &@ man shall be. . as a great 
rock!" Herein he flings the full 
challenge. There is strength in 
the great cliff. There is stability. 
The fountains pour forth from its 
base. God’s man shall be as a 
great cliff of solid granite stand- 
ings over against the “weary land” 
and casting its long shadow out 
over the desert. If he is God's 
man, he comes to partake of the 
nature of that stone that was “cut 
out of the mountain without 
hands.” He himself becomes a 
foundaion, a cornerstone, an under- 
girding soufte of strength and 
endurance and refreshing. 


When I was a boy preacher I 
was appointed as a supply to the 
Cumberland Gap Circuit and lived 
in a little parsonage at that his- 
toric village, where the Yankees 
and Rebels advanced and re- 
treated more times than over any 
other like strip of ground within 
the nation. Over and over the Yan- 
kees pushed the Rebels from that 
gap and over and over the Rebels 
took it back. I have myself pick- 
ed up bullets that told the story 
of those battles. I have stood 
where a man can put one foot in 
Tennessee, the other foot in Vir- 
ginia, and, by stooping over, lay 
both hands in Kentucky. Cum- 
berland Gap is one of the most 
scenic spots in the Cumberland 
mountains. My little parSonage 
sat at the base of a great cliff 
that jutted out at the summit 
and hanged like a menacing mon- 
ster over the little house. I used 
to sit out on the porch and look 
up and wonder what would hap- 
pen to me if that great boulder 
turned loose. But :t never did. 


I knew an old Indian in those 
mountains. One day I jokingly 
said to him, “What if big rock 


fall on me some night?” He 
looked up inquiringly. He was 
stoic and serious in his_ reply. 


“My grandfather great chief,” he 
said slowly. “He tell me _ his 
father and grandfather live in 
these fountains always. He say 
that big cliff never move since 
his grandfather a boy.” Then it 
was that I took off my hat to that 
cliff, 


I used to think of this text as 
I sat in the evening, looking at 
the face of that cliff, listening to 
the roar of the stream that came 
out of King Solomon’s cave at 
its base. Here was the strength 
of the eternal hills. Here was the 
stability of the centuries. ~Here 
was the life-giving waters that 
swept down into the little valley. 
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“God’s man shall be like that,” I 
said. 

For God’s man is akin by nature 
and by grace to that stone that 
was “cut out of the mountain 
without hands.” We were never 
builded for the marshes. We 
were builded for the exalted 
ranges. And after a man is 
washed in the cleansing blood of 
the world’s Redeemer, he certain- 
ly belongs to the lowlands no 
longer. He towers above them. 
He sends his shadow over them. 
“And a man shall be ..,” 


I live where lift the volcanic 
fortresses of the great West. I 
miss the trees, the. waterfalls, 
the intimate things of my child- 
hood mountains. But they were 
lesser mountains. I live now 
where I can see the snows on 
Mt. Baldy in June. I have caught 
the meaning of the Psalmist when 
he said, “I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills.” They rest upon 
great boulders. They are 
fortressed by the mighty cliffs. 
And when I look, I see more than 
granite cliffs and volcanic fort- 
resses. I stand in the presence of 
Strength, of stability, of endur- 
ance and more. For down through 
the canyons pour the waters that 
come from the rock. 


And I pray, “O God, let me 
have something of those charac- 
teristics which the prophet be- 
held when, shading his eyes, he 
looked down across the centuries 
and saw the creature to whom 
the generations must look fo! 
help: A man of strength, a man 
of stability, a man of endurance, 
a refreshing man.” 

“And a man shall be ,.,. ” 


PLEASE MENTION 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


AN INVITATION TO THE 


1948 Winona Lake 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 

July 18 to 
Sent. 6 


7 FULL WEEKS 
OF BLESSING 
& CHALLENGE 


Friday, June 18, 1948 


dl cm 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


If You Die in Your Sins 


(Continued from Page 1) 


boom towns, but also a lot of 
people who were not so good. 

I went into that city to start 
a Baptist church. I had $5.00 in 
my pocket and knew one man 
in town. He let me Stay in his 
home until we got started. We 
did not have a pbuilding, nobody 
was behind me — and there I 
was. I decided I had better have 
some money to build some sort of 


a building. I heard of a dance 
hall that had been abandoned 
which I could buy, so I proceeded 
to raise the money. I did things 
then that I have been told since 
I should not have done! 

We had one hundred saloons 
on the main street of the city 
at that time. Every one of those 
saloons included a saloon, which 
was the front room; a gambling 
joint which was behind that; and 
a house of ill fame yet behind 
that. Liquor ran wild. It was 
a terrible terrible town. There 
were twelve hundred public women 
plying their awful trade on that 
street. 

I went into every saloon, every 
dance hall, every business house 
ang asked for money to buy a 
building out of which to make a 
church house. Since then I have 
been told that we ought nof to 
use the Devil’s money to promote 
the kingdom of God. If I ever 
find where the Devil has a dime, 
I am not going to use it. But he 
is broke. God owns the money! 
The cattle on a thousand hills be- 
long to God. The Devil does not 
have a dime and never has had a 
dime. So I did not use any of the 
Devil's money; I just got some 
of God’s money out of the pockets 
of bootleggers and gamblers and 
store keepers and church people 
and used it. I did not have any 
better sense. I already had it 
before anybody told me I should 
not do it! . 

While going around raising 
money I went into the biggest 
saloon on Main Street. The boys 
had been talking about the kid 
preacher who was in town, and 
they were waiting for me. A 
deputy sheriff with two guns was 
in there. When I went in and 
told them who I was, they stopped 
their gambling and talked a little 
while and then they. said, “How 
about preaching us a sermon, 
Preacher ?” 

I said, “Well, fine.” 

They got an empty beer keg 
and set it up. A couple of them 
put me up on top of it. (Boy, I 
can preach pretty goog under 
circumstances like that!) 

The Spirit of God did His work 
and some people got saved. They 
were the first folks I ever baptized 
in my life; and I have never 
gotten as much kick out of bap- 
tizing anybody since that time as 
I got out of baptizing those people 
who heard the gospel in a saloon 
and believed it. They put their 
faith in Christ and were saved 
from their sins. I preacheq to 
them from this text that I have 
read in your hearing tonight. 

I learned a lot in that experience, 
my first pastorate. Later I re- 
signed and went to the seminary 
to learn. how. to preach, though it 
did “not ‘take very well. But I 
never, had another opportunity 
like ‘the one I had as a young 
preacher in the midst of 50,000 
souls piling on the backs of each 
other, trying to see who could 
make the most money and go to 
Hell the quickest. I learned the 
value of the condemnation of sin 
from the pulpit of the church of 
God. I fought everything I could 
think of that was bad. And I 
got a hearing! Some of the peo- 
ple who heard the Word of” God 


were saved and I will meet them | 


yonder at the judgment seat of 
Christ. We will have a blessed 
time! 

I call your attention tonight to 
the language of this text. I find 
in it four truths that I should like 
for you to think about tonight. 
They are the truths that I brought 
to that crowd in that saloon, and 
I have never had to change the 
truth of that sermon. It is a 
message that church people need 
to hear, ang certainly a message 
that everybody who does not have 


Christ as his Saviour needs to 
hear. 


I. Jesus Said, “Ye Shall Die” 

First, the text teaches that 
people die. You say, “Well, 
Preacher, you are not g0ing to 
waste any time talking about that; 
we already know it.” Do you? 
Has it ever really dawned on 
you that people die? I do not 
think it has on a lot of people. 
Are you familiar with the fact 
that you are dying as you sit 
listening to me? Do you know 
that as soon as a baby is born it 
begins to die? Do you know that 
the curse of sin was that “in the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou 
Shalt surely die”? 

There is one thing I know about 
you. I do not know whether you 
are saved or not. I do not know 
whether yoy are lost or not. But 
I know one thing about you: you 
are dying. You are a dying man 
or woman, boy or girl. 

Il averaged one funeral a day 
for a little more than two years 
of my ministry in that awful oil 
town. I did not have a funeral 
every day, but some days I had 
several. One day I had seven 
different funerals. Many days I 
preached three different funerals. 
One time I figured it up, and for 
the twenty-six months I was there 
as a young preacher boy I aver- 
aged a funeral a day. And I 
watched hundreds of people die 
whose funerals I did not preach. 
I saw- death. Oh, I have never 
been able to get away from it. 
People die! 

I do not think that Sunday- 
morning Christians know that 
people die. I do not think that 
Christians who put their business 
before their God know that peo- 
ple die. I do not think that 
Christians who have time to make 
a lot of money know that people 
die. I do not think the Christians 
who have gone through this cam- 
paign without really going after 
some poor lost soul for Jesus be- 
lieve people die. God help us, 
I am afraid many of us preachers 
have not found out yet that people 
die. But they do—people die! 
Jesus said to this crowd of Jews, 
‘Ye shall die.’ Just give people 
a little more time and they will 
be dead. 

I have never been content to 
stay in one place. I honor pastors; 
they are God-called men. But, 
oh, I have never been able to stay 
in one place; I have wanted to go 
and preach the gospel at least 
one time to as many people as I 
could because I had it burned in 
my soul that people die. Other 
preachers can try to reform the 
world, run the government and all 
that, but I have never had time 
for that much. I have had just 
one’ burning desire, and I wish it 
would keep on burning until God 
calls me Home. I want to tell 
everybody I can at least one time 
how to keep out of Hell. I tell 
you, people die! 


II. People Die in Their Sins 


Second, this text teaches that 
people die in their sins. Jesus 
said, “Ye shall die in your sins.” 
I have seen people die in their 
sins when they begged = the 
preacher to keep them out of 
Hell. I could not keep them out 
of Hell! I have watched people 
die, screaming, begging the snakes 
to stay off-of their bed. I have 
watched people die screaming and 
pleading with God not to send 
them to Hell. I have seen so much 
of it that it is burned into my 
soul. I am somewhat a pessimist 
about getting people to live per- 
fectly right but, God helping me, 
I would like to help people get 
ready to die right. 

I not only learned that people 
die and that they die in their 
sins; I also learned that no matter 
how hard they have been, no mat- 
ter how abrupt they have been, 
no matter how many times they 
have insulted people who tried to 
witness to them about Christ, 
when they came to die they wanted 
somebody around in whom they 
had confidence. People are. afraid 
to die in their sins. That is the 
reason I got in the army as a 
chaplain. And that is the reason 
that after I was in I said, “I want 
to go overseas.” I wanted to be 
over there where boys were dodg- 
ing bullets and where death was 


a 
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screaming through the air. 1 
wanteg to tell dying men about 
Jesus before they passed out of 
this world. 


You have been after that loved 
one of yours. You do not seem to 
be able to get anywhere with him. 
Do not give up. He will be afraid 
to die when death comes. He will 
not want to die in that shape. Oh, 
do your best, do your best, DO 
YOUR BEST! Do not give up! 
Keep pressing the battle! I have 
seen many of them die who were 
afraid to die. I know it is so. 
And that gives me heart. Men 
seem to be so hardened! Even a 
lot of boys and girls have just a 
blank stare in their faces when 
we preach the gospel to them. 
If you are a preacher you have 
probably noticed it. It seems that 
people have deadened their brains 
and their hearts and exerything 
else. Even church members do not 
cry much now. Our hearts have 
become seared, it seems. Our 
hearts are dead and our spirits are 
dull. People are hard now; they 
will not be so harg when they 
are facing death. They will not 
want to die without God, and that 
should encourage us to press on. 
In the conscience of every person 
you and I deal with in these last 
days is that point of contact. They 
are afraid to die in their sins. 


Ill. People Go Somewhere 
When They Die! 


This context tells us something 
else. It tells us that people go 
somewhere when they die. Jesus 
said, ‘Ye shall die in your sins: 
whither I go, ye cannot come.’ 
Jesus said, ‘lI am going to die, 
too; but I am not going to stay 
in the grave. I am going some- 
where. But if you die in your 


sins, you cannot go where I am.’ 


You may try to shut out the 
fact that there is life out yonder, 
but Jesus said that people go 
somewhere when they die. John, 


chapter 14, tells us where Jesus 
went. Verses 1-3 tell us: “Let 
not your heart be troubled: ye 


believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father's house are many 


mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if 


I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am 
[thank God!] there ye be also.” 


We sing a song down in my 
country, “Where Jesus Is, Tis 
Heaven There.” And that is 
right! 


Yonder there are three crosses. 
On the middle one is the Son of 
God dying for sin. On one side 
is a man dying in his sins, cursing, 
blaspheming. On the other side 
is a poor, lost sinner. He hurls 
out into the air, ‘Lord, remember 
me when Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom. You are not going to 
stay dead. You are going to have 
a kingdom. You are going to rule 
and reign. You can take care of 
me; You are my only help, Lord. 
Don’t forget me; remember me?’ 

And Jesus says, “To day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise.”’ That 
man died that day. They took his 
body. down and put it in a grave. 
Jesus said, “You are not going 
there; you are going with Me.” 
Somebody says, “Where is Para- 


dise?” We will not argue about 
that. I will take the promise of 
Jesus: “To day shalt thou bé 
WITH ME.” ‘That will be all 
right. Wherever it is; it will be 
all right if Jesus is there. That 
is the faith I have. If the Lord 


tarries, I will die one of these days. 
When, I do not know. They will 
take my body and put it in a hole 
in the ground. In a few days it 
will start rotting and go back to 
the dust from whence it came. But 
I, like that dying thief, will be 
with Jesus. 

My first baby girl died. We had 
the funeral at the church of 
which I was pastor. I sat out 


there in the pew where you are. 


now sitting, and another preacher 
came and opened the Book and 
tried to say something to comfort 
the breaking heart of the young 
preacher and his wife. Then we 
followed that little casket out to 
the cemetery and they lowered it 
in the grave. Then they put a 
green covering over it, put the 
flowers on top of the covering, and 
we went away. Before they took 
the shovels and started shoveling 
those’ old clods into the grave I 
slippeg away and went back out 


+where sin has its grip 


there. The flowers were already 
beginning to wilt in the heat of 
the sun. We knelt on either side 
of the grave. Of course we wept. 
Our hearts were bleeding. Of 
course they were! Through her 
tears my wife looked into my eyes 
and said, “Rolfe; Fannie Sue is 
not here; she is with Jesus.” She 
got that out of the Bible. That 
is what the Bible teaches. I be- 
lieve it; if I did not I would go 
crazy, Or get as hardhearteg as the 
German Nazis got. Thank God 
for the truth that when death 
for a believer in Christ or a 
child in its innocence comes along, 
it just serves as a boat to take 
that one from this old world to 
be with the Lord. 

Jesus said to this crowd: ‘Ye 
shall die in your sins: whither I 
go, ye cannot come.’ The Greek 
of it is, “Ye are not able to 
come.” There is no way On earth 
that a person who dies in his sins 
can get to Heaven. The door is 
closed. It must be done before 
you die. 

Many times a dear old preacher, 
a white-haired old saint of God, 
has closeq his prayer something 


like this: “At last, when Thou 
art done with us here on this 
earth, save us in Heaven.” But 


that will be too late; God does not 
save people in Heaven. God saves 
people right down here on this 
earth where there is sin, where 
the Devil goes up and down the 
earth aS a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour and where 
he sometimes puts preachers into 
pulpits, Satan’s ministers, trans- 
formed into ministers of light, 
dooming and damning and de- 
ceiving the eternity-bound soul of 
everybody who listens. Down here 
on men, 
down here in this vale of sin and 
sorrow and tears is the place 
where people get saved. If a per- 
son is going to get to Heaven when 
he dies if a person is going to 
keep out of Hell when he dies, he 
must have something done for 
him so that he will not die in his 
sins. But people do not get saved 
after they die. They must get 
saved before they die. 


IV. Trusting in Christ, the 
Only Way to Heaven 

Then, last, this text tells us 
the way of escape. The only 
escape from that place where 
Jesus will not be is to “Believe... 
that I am he.” Oh, how this poor 
preacher hopes that if there is a 
single person here still in your 
sins you will get this tonight: 
your sin is so black, your iniquity 
is so vile, your condition is so 
terribly far removed from God 
that nothing on earth can keep 
you out of Hell except utter de- 
pendence in the shed blood of 
Jesus Christ. 

God help you not to say that 
that is an easy way of salvation. 
Do you. mean to tell me it was 
easy? Thank God, it is easy for 
& poor Old sinner, but it was not 
easy for God. It took the blood 
of His Son. It took every ounce 
of the love of God, for surely Jesus 
Christ completely exhausted even 
the marvelous, infinite love of a 
good God. It cost God a whole 
lot to provide a way to save you 
from your sins. If your sins were 
not quite as bad as they are, 
maybe it would not have taken the 
blood of Christ to provide re- 
demption. But, my dear friend, 
the blood of Christ is the only 
thing that can possibly redeem 
you from your sins. And all you 
can do is to trust Christ... Don't 
you let the world get you by your 
ears. and your heart and convince 
you of anything except that your 
sin is so vile and bad that nothing 
can atone for it except the very 
heart blood of the Son of God. 

I was in a certain town holding 
a revival. I was a pastor at the 
time. While I was preaching one 
night a messenger boy came to 


the platform and put a message 


in my hand. It was a message 
from a deacon in my church. He 
urged me to come home at once 
and said that my baby, our little 
three-and-a-half-year-o1d girl, 
could live only a little while longer. 
My wife had been calling me and 
hag been wiring. I had been hang- 
ing on to the meeting the best I 
could, hating to leave souls that 
I might win. Yet my heart was 
back yonder at the bedside of my 
first-born. So desperate was the 
appeal that I closed the meeting, 
and drove all night and away into 
the next morning to get home. The 
doctors had given up. The nurse 
hag given up. The rest of that 
day and until nearly sundown that 
night, with my wife on one side 
and I on the other, we sat by the 
bedside of our only child. As 
the evening wore on, death ap- 
proached. I close my eyes some- 
times at night when I cannot sleep 
and I can see the look on my 
child's face. I suppose I will see 
it as jong as I live. 

My little girl was in such pain 
that she coulg not talk. She would 
look at her daddy and if she could 


have said something she would 
have said, “Daddy, why don’t you 
help me? Why don’t you drive 


the pain away?” My wife lost 
control, fell on the bed and began 
to sob and plead with God to take 
her and spare the baby. I give you 
my word that if it had been in my 
power, I would have grabbed that 
pain and that approaching death 
by the neck and thrown it away. 
I would have come to the help of 
my little girl. I would! And I am 
just a human father. 

When you say that believing 
in the gospel is an easy way to 
be saved, I charge you to re 
member this: nineteen hundred 
years ago on a Roman gibbet out- 
side the city of Jerusalem a man 
died the most terrible, shameful 
death the Roman Empire could 
fashion, died between two thieves. 
And as He hung there in the 
piercing, consuming heat of the 
noonday sun, nailed by His hands 
and feet and crowned with a 
crown of thorns, suffering awful 
agony Of body and spirit, He cried 
out, “My God my God, why haet 
thou forsaken me?” The Father 
turned His back and said, ‘I will 
not look on it.’ The earth said, 
‘I will not stand for it,’ and it 
shook and the graves were burst 
open. Don’t you go away from 
here and say that salvation pur- 
chaseg through the blood of Christ 
is easy. You cannot tell Rolfe 
Barnard that God did not love His 
only begotten Son more than J 
loved my only child. And if my 
little girl looked at her daddy and 
begged him silently for help, even 
So in the agony of His soul the 
Son of God cried out under the 
awful load of sin, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
It would seem that if God had any 
heart in Him at all, if God were 
not a monster, surely He would 
have come and stricken those nails 
away ang healed the wounds of 
His Son and taken Him down from 
the cross. But He did not do it; 
He let Jesus die. And the only 
answer to the reason why God 
turned His back on His Son was 
that He there offered His Son 
as a sacrifice to pay the guilt 
and suffer the guilt of Rolfe 
Barnard’s dirty, black, vile sins 
that could not have been paid for, 
could not have been washed away 
any other way. You can call it 
easy if you want to, but it has 
transformed the life of every per- 
son who ever believed it. Ang it 
is the only way of escape from 
eternal Hell. If you die in your 
sins you will not go where Jesus 
went, and the only way to keep 
from dying in your sins is to 
look as a poor old lost, Hell-bound 
sinner to Christ hanging on a tree 
to purchase your redemption from 
sin. 


Blessed by Sword 


“Some one sent my daughter a 
year’s subscription to The Sword 
of the Lord last fall, and it sure 
is a wonderful paper. I had never 
saw one before, but sure thank 
God for it. It is such wonderful 
food for the soul. I read them, 
then give them out. I have been 
a Christian for over 40 years, but 
it sure has stirred my life to a 
closer walk with God. I am en- 
closing $15.00 for eleven sub- 
scriptions,” 

. MRS. S. H. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


— OP Oe eos 


, Friday, June 18, 1948 


The Power of Pentecost 


For Every 


(Continued from Page 4) 


of supernatural enduement and 
help. If God helped those dis- 
ciples — Mary, and the women, 
and the half brothers of Jesus, 
and the other nondescript crowd 
who waited in the upper room and 
were filled with the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost — then every wife 
who has an unsaved husband, 
every mother who would win her 
children, every worker who would 
talk to the man at the next bench 
or his crony with whom he plays 
golf, about his soul, has a right 
to the same enduement' § from 
Heaven as these New Testament 
Christians had! 

D. L. Moody used to say that 
“it is wicked and foolish to try 


to do God's work without God's 
power.” Oh, may we learn the 
lesson! Soul winning is not done 


with human equipment. All the 
learning in the world does not 
make a soul winner. All the per- 
gomal magnetism does not make 
@ soul winner. All the fluency of 
words, all the polished phrases and 
rounded periods of an orator do 
not’ make a soul winner. Oh, only 
the moving of the Spirit of God 
upon men’s hearts can convict 
them and save them from sin and 
make them into children of God. I 
eannot make a drunkard sober. I 
cannot make a harlot pure. I can- 
not make an infidel into a be- 
liever Only the Spirit of God 
can do that. It would be un- 
reasonable, it would be a mockery, 
it would be a heartbreaking 
tragedy without any amelioration, 
if God should command me to win 
souls ang then not show me some 
way to have the power of God to 


do what He asks me to do! 
The task of soul winping re- 
quires and demands the power 


of the Holy Spirit. If people are 
to win souls then they are to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. And 
that shows that God intends 
every Christian to be filled with 
the Spirit so He can do the thing 
God has commanded ever Chris- 
tian to do, that is, to win souls 

V. The Word of God Clearly 
Commands Christians to Be 

Filled With the Spirit 

I have already shown that the 
Bible promises the fullness of 
the Spirit to all. I have shown 
that the New Testament example 
indicates God intended whole 
ehurches, Christians of every kind 
—preachers, deacons, laymen, 
men, women all alike—to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. I have 
ghown that the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit necessarily makes it 
logical that one who has the Holy 
Spirit should have His fullness 
And I have shown that the soul- 
winning task is commanded for 
every Christian and that it is im- 
possible without an enduement of 
power from Heaven. Now I am 
wpeady to give the plain command 

God that each Christian is to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 5:18 gives this plain 
eommand of God: 

“Be not drunk with wine, where- 
im is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit.” 

“BE FILLED WITH THE 
SPIRIT,” God's Word commands 
an 

The book of Ephesians was ad- 
G@ressed to the saints of the city 
ef Ephesus, but also to us. The 
first verse in the book says, “Paul, 
an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 

of God, to the saints which 
are at Ephesus, and to the faith- 
ful in Christ Jesus.” To all the 
faithful in Christ Jesus the book 
ef Ephesians is written. And to 
who would be faithful in 
rist Jesus is the plain command 
given, “Be not drunk with wine, 
wherein is excess; but be filled 
with the Spirit.” 

It is a sin for a Christian to 

t drunk Some Christians 
ll Some Christians, with the 
old habit still pulling, have 
weakened and fallen into the 
temptation of Satan and have’ 
gotten drunk. I have known of 
such cases, and they always 

ught disgrace on the cause of 
rist. They always broke peo- 
ple’s hearts. 

I remember being called across 
Dallas to a little home where a 


atreetcar conductor who was a 
J 


Christian 


member of the church of which I 
was pastor sat with his head in 
his hands and sobbed. His wife 
berated him indignantly, accused 
him that he did not love her and 
his two sons, accused him that he 
surely was never a Christian or he 
would not have committed such a 
sin. It was a tragic scene. The 
man gave evidence that he really 
loved God, that he wanted to do 


right, and that he had succumbed 


to a very common temptation. 


He had a glass of beer to cele- 
brate the success of a friend and 
was led to drink more and more 
until his pay for the week was 


gone. He should never have tak- 
en the first glass of beer, of 
course. I am just showing that 


for a Christian to get drunk 
brings heartache and trouble, It 
is a terrible sin. 


How strange that the Lord 
should put in the same verse these 
two commands, “Be not drunk 
with wine” and, “Be filled with 
the Spirit.” 


Now who has a right to say 
that one who violates the first 
command is a terrible sinner and 


that one who violates the second 
command does not sin equally as 
much? It is a sin to get drunk. 
It is a sin not to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. God’s Word puts 
the two sins in the same verse! 

Christian, God commands you, 
“Be filled with the Spirit.” It is 
a command not only to preachers. 
It is a command to “the faithful 
in Christ Jesus.” It is a com- 
mand for all Christians everywhere 
who want to please God. 


Let every Christian, then, sol- 


emnly face this truth: if you are 
not filled with the Spirit, you do 
not have all that God has for you. 


If you are not filled with the Spirit 
you have not obeyed all the 
commands that God has given. If 
you are not filled with the Spirit, 
then you have missed your great 
inheritance. Oh, in Jesus name, 
I beg you to first acknowlelge 
that it is your privilege and duty 
and right to be filled with the 
Spirit, and then set out, by God’s 
grace, to meet all His require- 
ments and be mightily filled with 
the Holy Spirit, endued with 
power from on: high. 
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